SAFE CUSTODY

Hubert stared and stared, as though I had by my
answer unmasked some Gorgon's head.
" Married her ? " he said at last. " Do you mean to
say she's your wife ? "
" On paper/' said I. " It won't make any difference.
And directly the show is over we're going to get it
annulled."
My cousin put a hand to his head.
" Are you being funny ? " he said.
"Not consciously/' said I. "We were married
in church at Mittal an hour-and-a-quarter ago. But
don't tell ' Holy/ The news will have got to Haydn
before he's back/'
Hubert stepped to the basin and took his seat on
its rim,
" Well, you two beat it/' he said. " As for Andrew,
he'll probably kill you. He loves her himself."
" I can't help that," said L " I was the only one
there. Besides, I had the idea."
"He probably had it, too. But he hadn't the
infernal impudence to voice it."
" It's only an arrangement," said I. " A matter
of form. And when we've got it annulled, he can
start again. You and he and Stiven will know the
truth, but everyone else must believe that we're man
and wife."
"But that is the truth/' cried Hubert. "Unless
you've been pulling my leg, she bears your
name/'
" And there it ends," said I. " She's taken my name
for a season because, as Olivia Haydn, she could not
stay in this house. That is the secret which we four
shall know and preserve. And now I .want you to
listen. I've got an idea."
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